
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Summary------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
WWII-During the 1930’s, the entire world was recovering from the terrible Great Depression that happened as a result of the lifestyles 
lived in the 1930’s. Since World War I, the powerful countries of the world had been at peace. The treaty of Versailles, which 
concluded World War I, hit Germany really hard – causing them to go into an extreme economic depression. As a result of the treaty, 
the Germans were bitter and desperate. Soon, they turned to the Nazi party, lead by Adolf Hitler, for direction. Adolf Hitler quickly rose 
to power, soon taking over the entire government. He soon recovered the military and economic power of Germany, making it 
stronger than ever. Using strong propaganda, and an extreme Arian-supremacy policy, Hitler convinced the German public to blame 
the Jews for their problems. He created concentration camps, and soon was committing atrocities, killing thousands of Jewish and 
non-arian people. In 1939, Germany invaded Poland and soon after, Britain and France declared war on the Nazi leader. The war in 
America, however, had not started yet. The majority of the country supported the idea of isolationism, believing that America was best 
left out of the war due to the casualties it would cause. However, this isolationist attitude did not last long. In the Pacific Ocean and 
Eastern Asia, Imperial Asia was building up strength. The Japanese army had taken over Manchuria, China and was building up 
strength in the Pacific Ocean. Soon, when an anti-American leader rose to power within Japan, the Japanese planned an attack on 
American soil. On December 7th, 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and destroyed many ships in the American Naval 
Fleet. Following this attack, Americans realized they could no longer stay isolationist. Japan, who was allied with Germany, had killed 
many Americans in the attack. The United States then decided that it was time to counterattack. Soon, war was declared on Japan by 
the United States. As a result of this action, Japanese allies, Italy and Germany, declared war on America. The United States was 
now a part of the World War II. Americans put lots of effort into supporting and preparing for the war. The nation’s young men were 
quickly drafted into the war, sent overseas to fight on the European front, or placed in the Navy to battle Japan. Soon, war bonds 
were sold to drive up economic support for the war, quickly a high demand for weaponry and war supplies was seen, and as men left 
to fight, women stayed behind and took the jobs that men left behind. With the Americans entry into World War II, the allies had a 
huge boost in moral. Key turning points soon took place, The United States a player in each one. In the Pacific, the war did not really 
escalate until 1942. Japan and United States naval forces battled back and forth, both struggling to conquer each other. The battles 
slowly escalated, and finally a climax was reached at The Battle of Midway, were Japan suffered a paralyzing defeat. The Battle took 
three days, and originally started as a Japanese attack. The Japanese planned to lure United States’ aircraft carriers into a trap, but 
due to them wrongly assuming how the United States would react – The United States was able to counter the offense and in turn 
due irreparable and unrecoverable damage to the Japanese fleet. Soon, Japan was pushed back toward the Asian coast. This battle 
with Japan was only half the war, as the United States was now also battling the Third Reich of Germany. Soon, a plan was made to 
take back the countries Hitler had conquered, such as France. After leading a decoy operation, and directing Hitler’s attention to 
North, Ally forces landed on the Normandy Coast, the day of their landing called “D-Day.” With their landing, they planned a quick and 
powerful invasion into Hitler’s sphere of influence. For the most part, this invasion was successful. Soon, German forces were being 
pushed back into Germany and out of France. On the East side of Germany, Soviet forces were also battling the Third Reich. The 
allies and Soviet Union soon overpowered Hitler. On May 7th, 1945, after Hitler’s defeat and death, Germany signed an unconditional 
surrender. The war had not ended yet, Japan was still a very real threat to American lives, killing many each day in Prison Camps 
and Pacific battles. Soon, American leaders decided to launch a crippling attack on Japan, crushing the Japanese morally, mentally, 
physically, and emotionally. They devised a plan, and under some of the smartest men of the time, were able to create the Atomic 
bomb, a devastating weapon so powerful, that it could level multiple cities. As World War II came to a close, America called for Japan 
to stand down and sign a treaty, promising them that if they did not, they would experience “prompt and utter destruction.” When 
Japan did not sign the treaty however, two devastating bombs were dropped on key Japanese cities, Nagasaki and Hiroshima. The 
bombs, (Fat Man dropped on Nagasaki, and Little Boy dropped Hiroshima) both killed people before and after the explosion, all due 
to the powerful explosion and radiation. Together, the bombs killed more than 200,000 people. Following this bombing, and a 
declaration of war on Japan by the Soviet Union, Japan surrendered on September 2nd, 1945, ending World War II. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------Possible Essay Questions-------------------------------------------------------------------
The below section includes possible essay questions and answer ideas. Make sure you understand the below section just 

has ideas you still have to give examples and/or explain with a full response. 
1.What caused the US to move from isolationism to interventionism? + Lend Lease Acts + Neutrality Acts + German sinking US 
merchant ships+The Bombing of Pearl Harbor +The Realization of Germany’s terrible war crimes +The allies dire need for help 
+Germany, Italy, and Japan’s declaration of War of on America.

2.What events occurred on the US home front and how did it impact the outcome of war? +The majority of the working men 
left, and as such women contributed greatly to work force and took strides towards equal rights for women. +African Americans 
fought for their rights, and many of them desired to achieve ranking positions. +War bonds were sold to contribute to the fight, 
Rationing took place to preserve supplies for the troops, and propaganda was used by the government to gain support for the war.

3.How did NM contribute to the outcome of WWII? +Many New Mexican men were sent to the European and Pacific Front +The 
Navajo Code Talkers created a code for the Navy that was absolutely uncrackable, and left the Japanese confused and played a key 
role in defeating the Japanese. + The Atomic bomb was built in Los Alamos (Manhattan Project) + The Bomb was tested at the Trinity 
Site + We had internment camps which held German, Italian, and Japanese Americans. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Key Terms--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Isolationism- A belief held by citizens of a country that the nation should remain uninvolved from any foreign activities or problems. 
Interventionism-  Interventionism is a belief that a country should remain involved and invested in foreign affairs.
War Bonds- debt securities issued by a government to finance military operations and other expenditure in times of war.
Mobilization- Preparing commodities, troops, and a country for war
Battle of Midway- A key turning part in the Naval war against Japan, with a victory by the United States
D-Day Invasion- An invasion driven by Allied troops into the then controlled German area of the Atlantic Coast of Normandy. 
Little Boy- The atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima, ending the war against Japan and World War II.
Fat Man- The atomic bomb that was dropped on Nagasaki, ending the war against Japan and World War II.
Navajo Code Talkers- Native American soldiers who created an uncrackable code during World War II to stop Japanese from being 
able to understand Naval communication by American ships during the Pacific wars in Japan.
Interment Camps- Camps in the US that detained German, Italian, and Japanese Americans in fear of treason. 
The Bombing of Pearl Harbor- The Japanese surprise attack of Pearl Harbor Hawaii, this event lead to the US entry into WW II.
Arianism- The idea promoted by Hitler that only white skinned German people were fit to live within this world.
War Propaganda- Advertisements sent out by governments during times of war to convince the people of their country that what 
they are fighting for is worth supporting and moral
Franklin D Roosevelt- The president of the United States during World War II
Fascism- An all controlling extremely nationalistic style of Government, Hitler, Tojo Hideki, and Mussolini were considered Fascist. 
Trinity Site- In white sands New Mexico, the place where the first created atomic bomb was tested.
Manhattan Project- The planning and development of the atomic bomb by some of the world’s brightest minds
Bataan Death March- The forced march of thousands of prisoners of war by the Japanese army during world war II, often 
considered one of Japan’s most atrocious war crimes.

Standard H.B.5 a-c- Analyze the role of the US in WWII to include: (a) Reasons the US moved from a policy of isolationism to involvement after the bombing of Pearly Harbor; (b) Events 
on the home front to support the war effort (e.g., war bond drives, mobilization of the war industry, women and minorities in the work force); (c) Major turning points in the way (e.g., the 
Battle of Midway, D-Day invasion, dropping of atomic bombs on Japan). Standard H.A.3Analyze the role and impact of NM and New Mexicans in WWII (e.g., Native Code Talkers, NM 
National Guard, Internment Camps, Manhattan Project, and Bataan Death March).
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