
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Summary------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Between the Wars- Following WWI Americans were tired of war and disillusioned by the treaty making that followed, the people attempted to withdraw from 
international commitments and turn inward in isolation, once again. From 1924-28 saw the country enjoying an unprecedented business boom. Wages were high, 
and the average family enjoyed a larger income than ever before. The nation went on a buying spree. Cars, radios, new homes, and furniture were in tremendous 
demand. Not happy with buying with cash, many people bought on the installment plan. Many also used their savings to speculate wildly on the stock market in 
order to get rich quick. The era was a bundle of contradictions, and trial and error such as: the “Red Scare" and the Sacco and Vanzetti trial. Thousands of 
communist radicals were rounded up in these "Palmer Raids," and hundreds found guilty were deported. Xenophobic intolerance was also on the rise, which is the 
intense fear of immigrants and foreigners. Ku Klux Klan membership grew and was anti- everything: black, Catholic, foreign, Jewish, pacifist, gambling, adultery, 
etc. The "Scopes Monkey Trial" (1924), questioned if the teaching of evolution in schools was legal. Church membership grew and attracted thousands to tent 
revivals all over the country. Paradoxically, the 20s were also a period of feminine revolt, young women flocked to become "flappers." They worked for their own 
money, wore short skirts, cloche hats, and lots of makeup, smoked openly, and hung out with young men. Much of the problems of the 20s were the result of the 
18th Amendment and the Volstead Act, which enforced national prohibition. Bootlegging became a shadow industry, and gangsterism flourished. Music entered 
the "Jazz Age," and Blacks, who were segregated in nearly every other facet of public life, found themselves in great demand as musicians. The frenetic all-night 
party atmosphere of the 20s came to an abrupt end on October 24, 1929 with the Stock Market crash, which ushered in the Great Depression. Causes of the 
Great Depression include: unevenly distributed wealth, the tariff and war debt policies had cut down the foreign market for American goods, Americans buying 
stocks on margin, and the expansion of credit and installment buying. The Republican Party was blamed for the depression and this paved the way for F.D.R., who 
stressed "a new deal". During "The Hundred Days" Roosevelt launched the First New Deal program, with the goal of relief, recovery, and reform. Roosevelt's first 
official act was to declare a national banking holiday and only open again when healthy. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) was established in 
1933 to insure depositors' bank accounts. The Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA), made large sums of taxpayers' dollars available to local and 
state agencies for direct relief to the unemployed. The Public Works Administration (PWA) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA) put millions of jobless to 
work on building highways, bridges, schools, hospitals, parks, and severs. Artists, writers, actors, musicians, and white-collar workers were employed on projects 
suited to their talents. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) provided jobs for men between the ages of 18 and 25, who worked on such conservation projects 
as reforestation, soil conservation, flood control, and road construction. The Second New Deal was targeted to help laborers and farmers. The Social Security Act 
(1935) provided for the payment of pensions to elderly persons. At any rate, Roosevelt believed he had a mandate in his reelection, and so went on the offensive 
against the Supreme Court by sponsoring the Reorganization Plan, a bill that would allow the president to appoint an additional justice for each member reaching 
the age of 70 (of whom there were 6). Thus Roosevelt tried to "pack" the Supreme Court with judges who would be sympathetic to New Deal legislation. The years 
of the New Deal constituted one of the most controversial periods in the nation's history. Its critics believed that it was destroying the traditional American way of 
life by encouraging government intrusiveness and by making traditionally independent and self-reliant Americans dependent upon government largesse. The 
conservatives, especially in the business arena, argued that the New Deal was undermining the spirit of free enterprise that had made the country great, and was 
contributing to accustoming Americans to walking down the primrose path to socialism. Aside from the rise of these great social questions and reforms, the Great 
depression also still caused wide spread unemployment. In the United States alone unemployment rose up to a massive 25%, many families had to turn to food 
lines (provided by relief organizations) to find sustenance, and many people involved in the agricultural industry were 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Possible Essay Questions-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The below section includes possible essay questions and answer ideas. Make sure you understand the below section just has ideas you still have to 
give examples and/or explain with a full response. 

1.What is the difference in social liberation and fundamentalism? + Social liberation- believed in varied in depth education, open to more science, supported 
evolution, flappers, jazz, less strict with the bible. Fundamentalism supported the idea of sticking to tried and true teaching methods within the school, a more 
religious based society, closed to much of science and evolution, and strict and rigid moral values.
2.What caused the Great Depression? The Great Depression was caused by many people buying on credit instead of using actual cash, eventually these 
debtors built up large amounts of debt because of easy to obtain credit. Also attributed to the causes of the Great Depression are the neglect of rural America and 
the widespread poverty in farm towns in he 1920’s, the declination of steel production towards the end of the 20’s, and a too rapid sale of stocks. This all led to the 
tailspin when banks started to close, people lost jobs, people unable to pay debt, and finally each event led to the other causing a systemic problem.  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Key Terms-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Great Depression – a severe economic depression that was worldwide and lasted from the late 1920s to the mid 1940s. People and businesses were devastated 
throughout the US. 
New Deal- President Franklin Roosevelt’s plan to help fix the Great Depression. His plan included relief, recovery, and reform. Start of socialism in America. 
Fundamentalism- a ideology that follows a strict adherence to the bible and all things traditional. 
Social Liberation- the opposite of fundamentalism and tends to be more open minded to science. Tends to adhere less to the strict version of the bible. 
Prohibition- The banning of the sale and consumption of alcohol because of the 18th amendment. 
Flapper- a modern women who embraced the changes in society; she had short hair, short dresses, wore makeup, worked, etc.… 
Jazz Age- a music movement inspired by the African Americans during the Harlem Renaissance.  
The Scopes Trial- a court case that challenged whether or not evolution could be taught in schools, this trial caused the country to widely discuss the idea of 
social change and whether or not to stick to “traditional methods of teaching
Harlem Renaissance- a revival of African American culture. It included advancement in music, education, arts, etc.… 
Bootleggers- people whom illegal made alcohol. 
Speakeasies- bars that illegally sold alcohol and embraced the flapper and jazz music. 
Red Scare- the intense fear of communism spreading in America caused by the ending of WWI and the Soviets in Europe
Supreme Court Packing- Franklin Roosevelt’s attempt to pack the supreme court with judges that would support his New Deal legislation. 
Consumer Economy- an economy that is driven by individual purchases of personal items. Such as; cars, radios, vacuums, etc.… 
Buying on Margin- Purchasing an asset by first paying an initial down payment, and then using funds loaned by the bank to buy the rest. Buying on margin is a 
lot like using a credit card, allowing people to buy objects they can’t afford at the moment with the idea that they will pay the bank back for the money they have 
borrowed.
Credit -  the ability of a customer to obtain goods or services before payment, based on the trust that payment will be made in the future.
The Dust Bowl - a period of severe dust storms that greatly damaged the ecology and agriculture of the US and Canadian prairies, these dust storms were 
caused by poor farming practices in the United States
Hoovervilles- A "Hooverville" is the popular name for shanty towns built by homeless people during the Great Depression
The Works Program- the largest and most ambitious New Deal agency, employing millions of unemployed people (mostly unskilled men) to carry out public 
works projects, including the construction of public buildings and roads. In much smaller but more famous projects the WPA employed musicians, artists, writers, 
actors and directors in large arts, drama, media, and literacy projects.
Social Security- a government system that provides monetary assistance to people with an inadequate or no income, set up originally during FDR’s second new 
deal during the Great Depression.

Standard H.B.4- Analyze the major political, economic, and social developments that occurred between WWI and WWII, to include: (a) Social liberation and conservative 
reaction during the 1920s (e.g., flappers, prohibition, the Scopes trial, Red Scare); (b) Causes of the Great Depression (e.g., over production, under consumption, 
credit structure)  (c) Rise of youth culture in the “Jazz Age”; (d) Development of mass/popular culture (e.g., rise of radio, movies, professional sports, popular literature); (e) 

Human and natural crises of the great depression, (e.g., unemployment, food lines, the dust bowl, western migration of Midwest farmers); (f) Changes in policies, role 
of government and issues that emerged from the new deal (e.g., the works programs, social security, challenges to the supreme court); (g) role of changing 

demographics on traditional communities and social structures.
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This cartoon was drawn by a skeptic of FDR’s New Deal Program. Many 
argued that the New Deal was slipping by the constitution while ruining 
the precepts writted out within the document. That’s why the New Deal 
is drawn like the Trojan Horse, invading the “American Citizen” castle. 
The intervention of the government within the work force would lead to 
socialism, many people believed, and that’s why the horse has the label, 

“tyranny” on its side.

In this cartoon, Franklin D Roosevelt is depicted mixing various people and and 
programs together to make a “Democratic Recovery Broth.” It shows that reserve 
that Republicans held towards F.D.R’s ideas, and their skepticism and fear that his 

recovery soup may explode if he just mixes together random Big Government ideas. 


